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HERNIA. 


Strangulated Inguinal Hernia for Four Days—Stercora- 
ceous Vomiting--Operation—Recovery. 


By JNO. J. MILLER, M. D., SAwn JOSE. 
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Pat. H.——, aged 64, native of Ireland, an inmate of 
Santa Clara County Alms House, was seen first on the morn- 
ing of the 25th of July, 1889. He was said to be suffering 
from colic, and the man of all work for the institution who 
acted in many other capacities besides that of nurse thought 
he was ‘‘ pretty bad off.” The history he gave, which was 
corroborated by the patient, was that he was first taken ill 
on the night of the 22nd, three days and one half before. 
In bending over to lift a burden over a low fence, he felt a 
sudden pain in the groin, so severe as to cause him to lie 
down at once, and on feeling the spot he detected the tumor. 
He had never been ruptured before. He appealed to the 
nurse for some medicine for colic and was given Jamaica 
ginger. He continued in pain all Monday night, on Tues- 
day and on Tuesday night commenced to vomit. Even then 
he did not seem to consider that there was any connection 
between the tumor and the vomiting, and continued vomit- 
ing, suffering a great deal of pain for which the nurse gave 
him laudanum, but it was promptly rejected by the stomach 
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and produced no effect. Wednesday night, the 24th, the 
vomited matter became stercoraceous, and when I saw him 
at 11 a. mM. on Thursday it consisted of greenish brown slime 
of a distinctly fecal odor and appearance. The vomiting 
was frequent and tolerably profuse, with great retching and 
straining, at which time the patient suffered acute agony. 
There was great thirst. On throwing back the covering the 
first thing noticed was a tumor in the right inguinal region, 
about the size and nearly the shape of a hen’s egg. It was 
dark red, quite hard and very sensitive to touch. Only a 
slight effort to reduce it was made, it being at once con- 
cluded that this would be impossible, considering the long 
period elapsed since its descent and the acutely inflamed con- 
dition of the parts. Pulse, 56; tem., 97:5F. Expression of 
the face, one of great seflering and aeitiety, and on talking 
with patient he expressed himself as sure of his speedy 
death but only hoped the priest would arrive in time to per- 
form the last rites of the church. He refused to consider 
the question of operation under any circumstances. This 
resolution however we were enabled to overcome partly by 
the advice of the spiritual father, and at 2 Pp. mM. the opera- 
tion was performed. _ 


At that time the patient’s condition was very serious. 
Pulse, 65, small and hard; temp., 98. The face and upper 
part of the body were cold and covered with a slimy perspi- 
ration, the legs were warmer and similarly sweating. He 
was vomiting after every mouthful of fluid and constantly 
calling for drink. He had eaten nothing for four days and 
slept but little. He was 64 years of age and broken down 
by exposure and hard work; an old hulk, breaking up and 
hardly worth saving. So thought the priest and some others. 

Chloroform was selected as the anaesthetic on account of 
ether producing so much coughing and singultus which in 
this operation is particularly undesirable. 

| Dr. BR. BE. Pierce, of San Jose, gave the anaesthetic as well 
as assisting in the operation. 

While the nurse was shaving the part and preparing for 
the operation Dr. Pierce com meuced giving the chloroform 
and the patient came under rapidly and easily, but just as 
the operation was to begin he stopped breathing. He was 
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immediately inverted and held in that position, but respira- 
tion not recommencing after waiting some little time (just 
how long was unknown but it seemed to the attendants an 
age) he was again laid on the bed and artificial respiration 
commenced systematically. This combined with slapping 
the chest and abdomen with cold water. This was continued 
for ten minutes by actual timing before the slightest volun- 
tary effort at respiration was made. Then a spasmodic gasp 
—these grew more frequent, and firally breathing was re- 
sumed naturally. During this time the patient's expression 
was not that of one usually seen in syncope from chloroform 
but was that of a corpse and of a corpse dead some time,— 
the peculiar drawn expression around the nose and mouth 
that is only seen some hours after death. Naturally chloro- 
form was not resumed, ether was substituted, but even with 
this the greatest care had to be exercised as the slightest 
excess of anaesthetic produced an immediate check in the 
respiration, so that very little was required during the entire 
operation. The operation was performed in the usual man- 
ner, the dissection was carried down slowly till the perito- 
neum was reached. This showed dull and lustreless, not 
the usual shiny smooth membrane; and on picking it up 
and incising there escaped about an ounce of bloody, 
foul smelling serum. Considerable difficulty was had in 
separating the knuckle of gut from the inside of the sac as 
the two serous surfaces were adherent almost over the entire 
tumor, but on final separation the intestine showed asa 
dark, dull, purple mass, the size of an English walnut, 
at one side of which was a small fringe of omentum of 
similar color. Neither the omentum nor enterocele bled 


when scratched with the point of the knife. The omen-— 


tum was then tied off and cut as closely as possible to the 
ring and the upper fibers of the ring cut with an ordinary 
curved bistoury the point of which was wrapped with adhe- 
sive plaster. The gut was then drawn down and examined 
carefully, the line of pressure at the ring being very distinct 
and at the point of greatest pressure it appeared to be gan- 
grenous. It was of a dull, slaty blue color and would not 
bleed when pricked. 


Cloths wrung out of simple warm water that had been 
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boiled were applied, and for fifteen minutes we waited for 
the circulation to return to the gut. 

At the end of that time the part which had been the out- 
side of the knuckle would ooze a little dark blood when 
pricked, but at the point of constriction none whatever flowed. 
Still it was considered to offer a slight chance for life and 
after waiting a short time further the whole mass was re- 
turned to the abdominal cavity except another almost gan- 
grenous portion of omentum which was tied with cat gut 
and cut off. The sac was held vertically and with one finger 
inside to return any omentum or intestine that might come 
down again, and then was tied with cat gut close to the 
ring. It was not cut off but stitched in the wound at seve- 
ral points, the same sutures serving to bring together the 
deep portions of the wound and to retain the sac. The 
wound was thus closed from the bottom, a continuous cat 
gut stitch being employed to bring together the ring and as 
buried suture to hold them in close opposition. No drain- 
age tube nor capillary drain was used. The skin was 
brought together with silk and the wound dressed dry with 
iodoform; a double spica bandage put on and patient 
changed from one bed into a clean one. He was ordered 
small pieces of ice only for first twelve hours and afterwards. 
iced milk. Vomiting continued with more or less severity 
for four days, but the matter ejected improved in condition 
constantly. It soon lost the stercoraceous appearance. There 
was considerable tympanites until the second day, when the 
bowels moved after an enema with the passage of a great deal 
ef flatus, after which there was no more trouble. Pulse 
remained very low, 50—65, and temp., 98°—99.5° until the 
eighth day, when it rose to 102°. On removing the dressing 
pus was seen oozing from the wound. ‘l'wo stitches were cut, 
the dressing forceps introduced and opened partly, this giv- 
ing exit to a half ounce of pus. The discharge continued 
for a week and finally a portion of the sac came away. After 
this no further trouble was had. This suppuration was 
caused I believe by the tight constriction given to the sac at 
one point when it was stitched into the adjoining walls, cut- 
ting off its blood supply at that point, otherwise there 
should have been no suppuration whatever, as strict cleanli- 
ness was observed throughout. 
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The man is now, a year after the operation, wearing a 
truss for a hernia, about the size of a hickory nuf. He 
wore at first a bandage after getting up during the third 
week and this answered the purpose very well. Afterwards 
he abandoned even it and for a time had no tumor, but the 
present rupture formed gradually above the upper part of 
the ring, above the point where it was cut, and now presents 
as stated. The wound track however has never opened and 
I think never will. 

This operation is something like the newer method pro- 
posed by Bryant. It is after tying the sac close to the ring 
not to cut it off as in his older operation but it 1s woven 
back and forth through the pillars of the ring, and finally 
quilted fast and the wound closed from the bottom, with 
deep stitches of cat gut. In one of his operations, however, 
(foot note, Med. Record, Vol. 36, No. 19) the same thing 


happened as in this case,—the ligature at the neck cut off 
the circulation and he had sloughing. 


Strangulated Scrotul Hernia. Operation, Recovery. 


Nels N.——, aged 40, farmer, strong temperate man. On 
September 2nd, 1889, I was called by Dr. Bishop of San 
Jose to see this patient. He lived some distance in the 
country and while it was thought that we might have to give 
an anaesthetic to enable us to reduce the rupture an opera- 
tion was not then in view. The patient had had a small her- 
nia for some years for which he at times wore a truss, at 
others not. Two days before it had come down and he had 
been unable to get it back and it was not until forty-eight 
hours had elapsed that Dr. Bishop was called. He had been 
vomiting for twelve hours a bile stained fluid with no fecu- 
lent odor. On examination a tumor the size of a foetal 
head was found in the right side of the scrotum, very red, 
tense but fluctuant and very sensitive. Patient was in a pro- 
fuse hot perspiration. Pulse, 90; temp. not taken. Toxis 
was employed at first cautiously and afterwards with more 
force but without effect. The patient was inverted, alter- 
nate cold and hot applications made and all the usual means 
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for reduction were employed with no effect. An anaesthetic 
was then given and the same manoeuvres gone through with 
and still we could not effect a reduction. I then suggested 
an operation to be done before the patient came out from 
under the anaesthetic, and after laying the case before the 
wife and getting her sanction, proceeded with it. . 1 found I 
had no cat gut ligature |ut determined to go on anyway. 
The skin and neighboring parts were prepared as usual, 
scrubbed, shaved and scrubbed again. The operation pro- 
ceeded slowly from the great thickness of the covering over 
the sac but the dissection was made carefully, cutting between 
two thumb forceps, and the sac reached and incised. 

This gave exit to a small amount of bloody serum, and on 
enlarging the opening freely about four ounces escaped, 
which reduced the size of the tumor considerably and there 
was left a knuckle of colon the size of an orange, dark red, 
injected, but not gangrenous in any place; no omentum. IL 
attempted to reduce this but could not accomplish it. A 
director was passed with some difficulty into the ring which 
gripped the gut very tightly and the fibers at the upper por- 
tion cut freely with a hernia knife. Kven this was not suf- 
ficient and the hernia still remained. 

Preferring then to see what and where I was cutting I ex- 
tended my external incision upward an inch and then cut 
down through the abdominal muscles and onto the fibers of 
the ring, and then divided the constriction, thus practically 
making a laparotomy of the operation. This was sufficient 
and the tumor was reduced. A small amount of blood en- 
tered the abdominal cavity. 

There was no omentum. The sac was then dissected up, | 
tied with silk close to the ring and cut off. The fibers of 
the transversalis muscle were brought together with a con- 
tinuous silk suture the ends being left long to serve as a 
capillary drain. The bottom and sides of the wound were 
then brought together and the cutaneous wound closed par- 
tially. The lower portion for about three fourths of an inch 
was stuffed with iodoform gauze and the ends of the sutures 
allowed to protrude. The regulation double spica dressing 
was then applied. Cracked ice given to suck and the second 
day iced milk. 
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The patient progressed nicely. His vomiting ceased at 
once. He had no symptoms of peritonitis, notwithstanding 
the blood that entered the abdominai cavity and the suppu- 
ration in the transversalis. The sutures came away gradu- 
ally, each one causing some suppuration and the deepest 
one not giving‘way for a month. This was no doubt because 
it was the end of a glovers seam and each particular stitch 
hole had to slough out. The operation was a modification 
of both the closed and the open methods. It was in fact a 
part of each. It was done on the spur of the moment with- 
out proper sutures and modified accordingly. Some suppu- 
ration was expected and invited. The result justified this 
course. 

The patient seen one year after the operation reports him- 
self perfectly well and able to follow his occupation without 
wearing a truss. On examination, over the seat of the her- 
nia and so far as could be determined along the whole in- 
guinal canal is a firm scar. There is no rupture nor any ap- 
proach to one. He wore according to instructions a truss 
for three months and then he abandoned it—against instruc- 
tion—but his faith i» the ability of the cicatricial tissue to 
hold him together seems well founded. 


MODERN HOM@OPATHY VIEWED HOMC@OPATH- 
ICALLY. 


By L. 


Under this title Professor Samuel O. L. Potter, A. M., 
M. D. (Jeff.), etc., etc., publishes in the September number 
of the Pacific Medical Journal the first article of a long series 
wherein he demonstrates that there are black sheep in the 
fold of the members of the homeopathic creed, and [, for 
one, thank him for his exposition. Well, all what it 
amounts to can be put in a nutshell; that modern homeo- 
pathic physicians too often cling to materialistic ideas and 
thus, finding the application of the rule ‘‘similia similibus 
curantur” insufficient in their practice, turn to other gods 
to help them out of their dilemma. Let us here candidly 
acknowledge that the fault lies not in homceopathy, but in 
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the want of the knowledge how to apply this art in some 
cases; for it is a great deal more difficult to find the simile, 
letting alone the simillimum, than to prescribe hap-hazard 
and if one recipe, vaunted by some high authority, does not 
help, well, let us try another prescription, and should nature 
fail to step in and relief does not follow, the patient must 
take his chance secundam artem. But what has all this to 
do with homceopathy plain and simple? Will Professor 
Potter show me in the whole medical history one therapeu- 
tic measure which stood the trial of a whole century? Just 
now you are febrifugists and bacteriologists, and in your 
own ranks the fight already rages and their effects belittled 
and denied. With all the learning and the labor bestowed 
you cannot tell yet with certainty what is cause and what 
effect. High authorities in the allopathic ranks acknowledge 
that therapeusis is still the weak spot in medical art and 
science and the Vienna nihilismus was only the output of 
want of confidence in all drugs employed, and this micro- 
mania will in a few years also be cast among old lumber and 
a new fad be discovered, shine with lustre for a decade and 
then disappear and be forgotten. Show me one system in 
your allopathic therapeusis which stood the test of a hun- 
dred years and shines as gloriously to-day and for many cen- 
turies yet, and I will adopt it and follow it out to the best 
of my poor ability. Homeopathy has stood that test and S. 
S. C. is as old as the hills. 

Knowing that Professor Potter is well versed in foreign 
languages, I would beg him to read carefully an article by 
Dr. J. F. Katsch, published in the August number of the 
Zeitschrift des Berliner Vereins homeopathischer Aerzte under 
the title: Medizinische Quellenstudien; Entwickelungsgang des 
Aehnlichkeitsaxioms von Empedokles bis Hahnemann (Studies 
from medical sources; how the axiom of similarity developed 
itself from Empedokles to Hahnemann), and he would be 
astonished to see how the ancient writers acknowledged the 
great law of similia in all their crude physiological teach- 
ings (assimilation, etc.), while they wandered from the truth 
in their reliance on Galenic polypharmacy, and it makes one 
smile to see that those who tried to discover a fairer mode 
of healing the sick were persecuted for their attempts, and 
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Hahnemann made no exception. Let us do justice to the 
allopathic school, for they have nearly abolished polyphar- 
macy, they took kindly to pavules and granules, as if an 
infinitisimal dose were the essence of homceopathy and sug- 
gestion and stating mirrors prove nowadays the dynamic 
force superior to material doses. In fact, the old school 
takes up, without their knowing it, the very spirit which ani- 
mates: the doctrines of Hahnemann and are in some points 
better followers of the sage of Coethen than the backsliders 
mentioned by Professor Potter. Kxcommunication never 
does any good, though exercised by narrow minded sects; we 
will rather try to cling more to the narrow path which leads 
to salvation, and may you remember a quotation from the 
British Homeopathic Review (Aug. 90): Remove the carriers 
which have been raised against the free discussion of ho- 
moeopathy, let it be understood that no professional disabil- 
ities attack to the open acknowledgment of the truth of this 
doctrine, and the bridge with which Hahnemann a century 
ago connected the work of the pharmacologist with that of 
the practitioner of medicine will become the common high- 
way of the entire profession. 


PRIMAL CAUSE OF GONORRH@A DISCOVERED. 
ONAN THE GUILTY MAN. 


By DR. X. 


From an editorial in a late number of the New York 
Medical Record we note the following. ‘‘ Professor Straus 
has recently recorded an instance of gonococii detected in 
the urethral discharge from a youth aged sixteen who had 
never had sexual relations with any woman but who was ad- 
dicted to masturbation from the age of twelve. Two days 
after indulging in the habit to an unusual extent severe pain 
during micturition ensued. It was followed by well marked 
symptoms of blennorrhagia. This discharge contained gono- 
cocei absolutely similar to those found in the pus of a pa- 
tient suffering from ordinary blennorrhagia.” 

Such a discovery as this we think should not pass unno- 
ticed. For the physician a correct uppreciation of the far 
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reaching affects of this fact is most necessary, and for the 
layman of how much greater importance is it? 

This is one of those discoveries we think which it were bet- 
ter had they never seen the light of publication, for in these 
days of an enterprising press who knows how soon this fact 
will be scattered broadcast to all the masculine youth of the 
day that whoever runs, literally runs at the penis may read 
that Dr. Straus’s wonderful revelation has made possible the 
old water closet seat story once more and even the venerable 
cart wheel may be sworn by with the assurance that the 
doctor cannot now controvert them. This, men and broth- 
ers, is a serious question. What are we to do? Our strong- 
hold is attacked at a most vulnerable point. If this disco- 
very becomes generally known we are at the mercy of a well 
read scientific tight fisted public, we will have no more claps, 
nothing worse than urethretes can we possibly call them. 
No more will we pocket our double fee and tell with gusto 
Dr. Van Buren’s classical story invented by him to mollify 
the lately overcharged patient, the point of which is: 
‘‘ Young man, you paid at least ten dollars to get this clap, 
you ought to be willing to pay twenty to get rid of it.” No, 
no more cakes and ale unless this iniquitous assertion of Dr. 
Straus be promptly denied and utterly controverted. I can 
see one way out of the difficulty and I hereby offer the sug- 
gestion gratis to any enterprising pathologist. It is simply 
to show that Dr. Straus’s gonococcus is not the real genuine 
simon pure gonococcus that we all know comes in the legiti- 
mate old way, but a counterfeit pariah saprophyte, a miser- 
able masturbacoccus, that instead of dividing by fission into 
the regulation four quarters divided into five quarters, and 
instead of invading the epithelial layer first makes its attack 
on the submucous layer and afterwards polishes off the epi- 
thelium. ‘These statements, if backed up by a proper num- 
ber of references to German authorities, an appeal to Neis- 
ser and a quotation from Bumm, will effectually squelch 
Dr. Straus, will bring peace to the heart of many an anxious 
doctor and no doubt a fair meed of fame for the keen-eyed 
pathologist. 
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THE TREATMENT OF ASIATIC CHOLERA FROM AN 
ALLOPATHIC STANDPOINT. 


By 8S. L. 


Professor Hueppe of Prag (B. K. W. 32, 1890) considers 
the first duty of the physician is the destruction of the cho- 
lera bacteriz and the remedies must pass without becoming 
decomposed; the acid juice of the stomach, in order to act 
only on the alcaline juices of the intestines and salol and 
cresalol at 0.5 pro dosi, with the addition of 0.2 bismuth, 
salicyl., may perform that wonder. Opium and codeinum 
for the pains. Against the great loss of fluids he recom- 
mends packing the patient in hot moist blankets and entero- 
clysis (irrigations of 1—2 litres water of 38—40°, with addi- 
tion of 0.25—14% acid. tann. or 0.1% plumb. acet. and 20—30 
gutt. tinct. opiil.) For the nausea and thirst ice-pills, iced 
Seltzer water and as analepticum Traube’s emulsion: R. aqua 
cinam., syr. cinam. aa. 15.0, Vitelli ovi no. 2, brandy 30.0 
f. emulsio di., 2 tablespoonfuls per dose. 

_ (!!! Homeopathy won its spurs in asiatic cholera, we heal 

our patients with Rubini’s camphor, with our veratrum al- 
bum, arsenicum, cuprum met. or cuprum arsenicosum and 
many other remedies according to strict individualisation of 
the case [see Lilienthal’s Therapeutics, 3d edition, page 
189.]| Let us remain true to homeopathy, our tinctures and 
our potencies are fully able to cope with the bacilli.) 

Disinfection means cleaaliness and here we are in full 
accord with the renowned clinician. All dejecta and all 
vomited matter must be immediately removed with a moist 
rag and put in a pail of water (water is the chief point, 
though disinfecting agents may be used). Any one who 
nurses the patient must cleanse his hands with soap and 
water as often as his services were required by the patient, 
and food should never be taken by the nurse in the sick 
room. After recovery or death the sick room must be daily 
well aired for two weeks and a hot fire ought to be kept up 
at the same time in the fire-place and the whole room well 
scrubbed down. it is an old maxim that carpets ought never 
be in a sick room, rugs may, when necessary, take their 
places, which must afterwards be disinfected or burned. The 
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usual diet ought not to be changed at once, but all excesses 
are injurious; banish fear and let every family look into their 
own household for all sanitary cautions, and thus aid sani- 
tation in general. 


Ophthalmology and Otology. 
ConpucTrEp By H. C. FRENCH, M.D. 


VESICULAR KERATITIS. (Corneal Herpes. ) 


This is a somewhat rare disease in which transparent 
vesicles from the size of a pin head down to a millet seed, 
appear on the otherwise normal cornea, unpreceded by any 
noticeable inflammatory symptoms, and varying in number 
from two or three to twenty.* They consist of a thin layer 
of epithelium, raised from the anterior elastic lamina, and 
filled with a transparent fluid which quickly reforms after 
evacuation. They are apt to appear in successive corps, and 
are usually preceded by a sense of burning and sticking in 
the eye, and ciliary pains, though sometimes . developing 
almost unobserved by the patient. The pain, lachrymation 
and photophobia attending the vesicles usually disappear 
with their subsidence, and reappear with each successive 
crop. Hach vesicle breaks within about twenty-four hours 
of its appearance, leaving a loss of epithelium with adherent 
edges corresponding to the size of the vesicle. The iris 


though seldom, is sometimes involved, and the tension of 


the eye is said to be increased in about seventy-five per cent. 
of cases. There is an inflammatory form of herpes cornea, 
described by Herner as the catarrhal, in which previous to 
the eruption the corneal sensibility and appearance is un- 
changed, but during vesication there is marked peri-corneal 
injection, and decided pain. Itis also frequently attended 
by catarrhal inflammation of the respiratory tract, and herpes 
of the nose and lips. There is also a form of corneal herpes 
called Neuralgic Herpes Corneae,- which frequently follows 
organic changes in the cornea as a result of pannus, phlyct- 


-enulae, ulceration, traumatism or operations. The vesicles 
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from these causes are short-lived, but prone to periodical re- 


currences, involving the trigeminal nerves, though attended 
by little if any apparent inflammation. 


DIFFERENTIAL J)1aGNosis.—Corneal vesicles will be dis- 
tinguished from phlyctenules by their transparent contents, 
those of the latter being cloudy, and absence of the vascu- 
larity that usually attends the development of the phlyctenule. 
In keratitis bullosa the vesicle is larger, more flabby, and 
filled with serous or sanguinous fluid. 


ProGnosis.—This is usually favorable, but will depend 
largely upon the concomitant nervous condition. When the 
vesicles encroach upon the center of the cornea more or less 
impairment of vision will be almost inevitable. 


TREATMENT.—Little benefit results from opening the vesi- 
cles, as their spontaneous rupture is only a matter of a few 
hours. Puncture of the vesicle, and removal of tke anterior 
wall with scissors, and the application of iodoform powder 
with a well fitting antiseptic bandage is recommended by 
Meyer. A solution of mere. nit., two drops to the ounce of 
filtered water, instilled into the eye every three or four hours, 
we have found useful; or hydrastin mur., two to four grs., 


boracic acid four to eight grs., filtered water one ounce, with 


the addition of a little rose water, admifiistered in the same 
way. 
REMEDIES.—These must be chosen largely from the con- 


comitant symptoms. Apis, Cantharis, Nat. Mur., and spi- 


gelia are amongst the many agents that have been found 
useful in these cases; but the remedy must be selected from 
its correspondence to the attendant neurosis, and the general 
symptoms. H. C. &. 


INDIGESTION.—For indigestion, the external application of 
something warm to the stomach, a piece of flannel, or any- 
thing to keep the stomach warm and promote a supply of 
blood is sometimes of great benefit. In taking hot water 


internally, it is best to sip it by spoonfuls, waiting amoment 


after each for an eructation of the gas disengaged by the hot 
water from the fermenting contents of the stomach. 
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Editorial Notes. 


THERE is not in the city of San Francisco a single hospital 


where a homeopathic physician can send a patient and be 


assured that he will be allowed to receive the treatment he 
prefers. St. Luke’s Hospital, one of the most prominent of 
our local institutions, is managed by a board of lady directors, 
the President, Vice President and several members of which 
are hommopaths, and yet if a physician of our school wishes 
to place a patient in St. Luke’s, such annoying obstacles will 
be put in his way that the result is completely prohibitory. 
This is certainly unfair to the large number of homceopathic 
physicians in San Francisco and the thousands of our citizens 
who believe in and employ that system of medicine. 

Until recently we had a small hospital on Page street, 
which, for several well-known reasons, was unfitted for the 
purpose designed, so that the building has been closed and 
the homceopaths of San Francisco are to-day without a bos- 


pital they can call their own. We are, however, pleased to 


be able to assure our friends that the dawn of a brighter day 
is. breaking; the ladies having the affairs of the homceopathic 
hospital in charge, who, by the way, are among the ladies of 
the social, financial, and literary circles of our Pacific 
Metropolis, have purchased two fifty vara lots on Lake street, 
and we are confident. that in the near future a building will 
be erected that will be an honor to the noble women who have 
devoted their energies to its accomplishment and to the 
school of medicine it will so grandly represent. It is the 
duty and should be the pleasure of every homceopathic phy- 
sician in California to render every assistance in his power 
to the ladies who have the management of the hospital in 
charge. The necessity of a homeopathic hospital in San 
Francisco is of vital importance to our school, and we, the 
disciples of the homceopathic faith, should be glad of an 
opportunity to enlist in so grand a cause. With voice and 
pen and purse we should rally to the support of these earnest 
workers. Let no petty jealousies divide us; let no pro- 
fessional enmities keep us apart; but one and all the homeo- 
paths of California should unite in a powerful effort to con- 
summate the glorious work so auspiciously begun. 
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THERE is in almost every community one doctor at least 
belonging to a class of men who deserves the contempt of 
all honorable physicians. It is he who, for some reason un- 
known to better men, is continually cutting rates; who, while 
nominally endorsing the local fee bill, is surreptitiously ac- 
cepting much less for his professional services. It is true 
that the public seldom places a higher value on a man than 
he does himself and that the physician who charges less for 
his services than the official rates of his colleagues is un- 
doubtedly correct in his own estimate of himself; still he is 
by no means the only one to suffer for his treachery, for 
every physician in the community is placed in an equivocal 
position by such underhanded transactions. The worthy 
poor should always be kindly dealt with, and we should, 
whenever possible, be willing to lend a helping hand to the 
needy and ,unfortunate. It is our duty to give freely the 
very best at our command to the deserving poor, but any 
physician who constantly cheapens and degrades his high 
calling by accepting less for his services than the regular fee 
bill prescribes, is an enemy to himself and a traitor to his 
professional brethren. C. L. M. D. 


Correspondence. 


A Correction. 
Epirors CALIFORNIA HomoropaTtH—At page 104 of the third edition of 
my Therapeutics there is a misprint. 


Conium relieved in the evening and in horizontal position, while it ought 
to be aggravated. 


Please bring it to the notice of your many readers with the earnest re- 
quest to notify the author of any error they may discover so that it may be 
rectified. Only by mutual cooperation we may improve one another. 


Fraternally, S. LILIENTHAL. 


In persistent nose bleed, squeeze the juice out of a lemon 
and inject into the nostril with a small glass syringe. The 
relief is instant and permanent. 
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Personals. 


—_ 


Dr. H. C. Frencu recently had the misfortune to lose his little five 
years old son. 


Dr. J. E. WHITTLESEY, of the class of 90, Hahnemann Medical College, 
has located at 321 Main street, Los Angeles. 


Dr. M. F. Grove, of Healdsburg, was in town and gave us a call last 
month. The doctor is looking prosperous. 


WE are pleased to announce in this number that the firm name of our 
publishers has been changed to Borrickr & Runyon. 


Dr. WILLIAM Top HELMUTH, on the expiration of his summer vacation, 
returned to his old office, No. 299 Madison Avenue, New York. 


Dr. C. L. Tispaue’s little daughter has recently been at the point of 
death, but we are happy to learn that she is rapidly recovering. © 


Dr. FERNANDEZ, of Los Angeles, was in town during the N. 8S. G. W. 
celebration. ‘The doctor is the principal high potency man of Los Angeles. 


Dr. C. B. CurrirR has returned from his Eastern trip among the clas- 
sic glades of New England, completely restored to health and better looking 
than ever. 


HAVING had numerous calls from some of our subscribers relative to the 
peroxide of hydrogen, we reprint an article in this number calling attention 
to several of its uses. | 


THE annual commencement exercises of the Hahnemann Hospital Col-. 
lege will be held at Odd Fellows’ Hall, Thursday evening, October 30. Fine 
music has been engaged, and a brief but interesting programme has been 
determined on. 


Dr. J. M. SELFRIDGE of Oakland has gotten up a very useful sick rooni 

memoranda blank. It is about as complete a thing as we have seen to keep 
a faithful record of a case. They can be procured at the pharmacy of 
Boericke & Runyon. 


Mr. W. A. Brooks, for the past eight or nine years connected with the 
firm of Boericke & Scbreck, and, since the death of Mr. Schreck, manage? 
of the business, has tendered his resignation. Mr. Brooks’ plans for the 
future we do not know, but he has our well wishes in whatever field he en- 
ters. | : 
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Boox REVIEWS. 


WE understand that two homeopathic physicians have recently settled 
at The Dalles, Or. 


A NICKEL-PLATED BUCKET has been invented to draw gastric juice from 


the stomach. The patient is made to swallow it, and after a short time it is 


withdrawn by the silk string attached to it for the purpose. 
The old stomach bucket, the gastric juice bucket, 
The mucus covered bucket that makes a man well ( ?) 
is the latest version of the old song. 


Book Reviews. 


The Quintessence of Socialism. By Pror. A. ScHAFFLE, former Minis- 
ter of Finance in Austria. Translated from the eighth German edition 
under the superintendence of BERNARD BosaNnQuET, M. A., formerly 
Fellow of University College, Oxford. Paper, 15cts. New York: The 
Humboldt Publishing Co. 


This number of ‘‘ The Humboldt Library ” is from the pen of one hold- 
ing high rank among the economists of Germany as well as in the political 
councils of the Empire of the Habsburgs. What we need at the present 
time is an accurate knowledge of what Socialism really is, for there is no 
gainsaying the fact that it is a mighty movement of ideas fast razing to the 
ground the old order of things. Recent events in Germany give striking 
attestation of its stupendous power. If, therefore, we desire to get a thorough 
knowledge of the subject from a scientific standpoint we must read ‘‘ The 
Quintessence of Socialism.” 


Familiar Forms of Nervous Diseases. By M. ALLEN S7aRR, M. D., Pro- 
fessor of Diseases of Mind and Nervous System, College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, New York; 339 pages. New York: Wm. Wood &‘Co., 
1890. 


The well merited reputation of the author of this work is a guarantee of 
its quality. The work commences with a chapter on ‘ The Localization of 
Cerebral Functions,” a branch of study to which Prof. Starr has given much 
time and attention. Of late, the advances which have been made in the 
department of neurology have been more than in any other branch of medi- 
cine, and the reason is, because investigators have paid more attention to 
the localization of functions of the brain and spinal cord. Dr. Starr has 
been one of the foremost in this country in that work, and this volume is 
the result of those investigations. The immense amount of material which 
is available at the Nervous Clinic of the College of Physicians and Surgeons 


has been utilized and put into the form of a series of clinical studies of the. 


more familiar types. It is not properly speaking a treatise upon nervous 
diseases, but of the types more commonly met with in practice. The gene- 
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ral practitioner will find it of use, because he can turn quickly to any of the 
common forms of nervous diseases and find, in a few concise words, what 
he would have to read many pages for ina larger work. The functions of 
the cerebral cortex, the motor area and its destruction, the areas governing 
language, the localization of spinal cord diseases, are all treated in simple 
and plain language which is easily understood. Most works in neurology 
are to most students difficult of comprehension, but in studying this, the 


. . reader is made to feel that the author understands himself so thoroughly, 


that he is able to impart his knowledge in such a manner as to be easily 

comprehended, True science is simple, and the simplest method of doing a 

thing is the most scientitic. In writing, that which is the most comprehen- 

sible is the most forcible. So this volume, full as it is of plain facts, is the 

most useful to the larger number. tg Oe 

Darwinism and Politics. By Davip G. Ritcuiz, M. A., Fellow and 
Tutor of Jesus College, Oxford. To which is added Administra- 
tive Nihilism, By Pror. THomas Henry Hox ey, F. R.8. Paper, 
15 cents. New York: The Humboldt Publishing Co. 


In his able essay Mr. Ritchie contends that the phrase ‘‘ survival of the 
fittest” is very apt to mislead, for it suggests the fittest or best in every 
sense, or in the highest sense, whereas it only means, as Professor Huxley 
has pointed out, ‘‘ those best titted to cope with their circumstances.” The 
publication of Prof. Huxley’s ‘‘ Administrative Nihilism ” is well timed, and 
fits in with the preceding essay. The two essays form a very interesting 
number of ‘‘ The Humboldt Library of Science.” 


Repertory of the Symptoms of the Head; being the second fasciculus of 
EK. J. Len’s Repertory. Supplement to the Homaopathic Physician, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

This fasciculus of eighty-six pages is the second installment of this 
Repertory, and like the first it appears to be complete. It is arranged alpha- 
betically which greatly facilitates its comprehension and use. It is certainly 
a useful work and one that has taken much care in its preparation. 


Clinical Items. 


PHospHoRICUM IN CHOLERA INFANTUM.—Ferrum 
phosphoricum is called forth when the discharges from the 
bowels are frequent; the child becomes greatly reduced early 
in the course of the disease; there is stupor, with red face, 
dilated pupils, rolling of the head, and soft, full, flowing 
pulse. Farrington relates a case with the symptoms (in 
which belladonna and sulphur were each given in turn, but 
failed) that was quickly relieved by ferrum phosphoricum. 
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Carduus marianus tincture has been found curative in 
hematuria, not accompanied by pain or kidney disease. — 


Jaraxacum has proved curative in typhoid when there was 
much pain in the extremities.—(Goodno. 


—Cactus.—Cardiac neuralgia with feeling of oppression ‘dnd 
fear of impending dissolution. Pain of a squeezing charac- 


ter.—N. of H. 


‘Lathyrus—Motor paresis of lower extremities, with trem- 
ulous, tottering gait, abductors more attacked than adduc- 


tors, sensibility remaining intact; worse rainy weather, 
standing or walking. 


Lac can—Rheumatic pain in the left hip and down sciatic 
nerve; unbearable pain é across supra- sacral region; wander- 
ing Theumatism. 


itilite ton form of ulceration of the cornea without 
photophobia or lachrymation. 


Mercurius is frequently required for sleeplessness from 
embarrassed portal circulation, with beating at the pit of 
the stomach, sometimes.accompanied by profuse sweats. 


Selections. 


THE NECESSARY PHROAIDE OF HYDROGEN. 


Read in the Section of Surgery and Anatomy, at the Forty-first Annual Meeting of the 
American Medical Association, held at Nashville, Tenn., May, 1890. 


By ROBERT T. MORRIS, M. D., OF NEw YORK. 


Stop suppuration! That is the duty that is imposed ape 
us when we fail to prevent suppuration. 


As the ferret hunts the rat, so does peroxide of hydrogen 


follow pus to its narrowest hiding place, and the pyogenic 
and other microorganisms are as dead as the rat that the 


ferret catches, wheh the peroxide is through with them: 
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Peroxide of hydrogen H,QO, in the strong 15-volume solu- 
tion is almost as harmless as water, and yet, according to 
the testimony of Gifford, it kills anthrax spores in a few 
minutes. 

For preventing suppuration we have bichloride of mer- 
cury, hydronaphthol, carbolic acid, and many other autisep- 
tics, but for stopping it abruptly and for sterilizing a sup- 
purating wound we have only one antiseptic that is gene- 
rally efficient so far as I know, and that is the strong per- 
oxide of hydrogen. Therefore I have qualified it, not as 
‘*good,” not as ‘‘ useful,” but as ‘‘ necessary.”’ 

In abscess of the brain, where we could not thoroughly 
wash the pus out of tortuous canals without injuring the tis- 
sues, the H.O>., injected at a superficial point, will follow 
the pus, and throw it out, too, in a foaming. mixture. It is 
best to inject a small quantity, wait until foaming ceases, 
and repeat injections until the last one fails to bubble. Then 
we know that the pus cavity is chemically clean, as far as 
live microbes are concerned. 

In appendicitis, we can open the abscess, inject peroxide 
of hydrogen, and so thoroughly sterilize the pus-cavity that 
we need not fear infection of the general peritoneal cavity if 
we wish to separate intestinal adhesions and remove the ap- 
pendix vermiformis. Many a patient, who is now dead, 
could have been saved if peroxide of hydrogen had been 
thus used when he had appendicitis. 

The single means at our disposal allows us to open the 
most extensive psoas abscess without dread of septic infec- 
tion following. 

In some cases of purulent conjunctivities we can build a 
little wall of wax about the eye, destroy all pus with per- 
oxide of hydrogen and cut the suppuration short. Give the 
patient ether if the H.O, causes too much smarting. It is 
only in the eye, in the nose and in the urethra that peroxide 
of hydrogen will need to be preceded by cocaine (or ether) 
for the purpose of quieting the smarting, for it is elsewhere 
almost as bland as water. 

It is possible to open a large abscess of the breast, wash 
it out with H.O., and have recovery ensue under one anti- 
septic dressing, without the formation of another drop of pus. 
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Where cellular tissues are breaking down, and in old si- 


nuses, we are obliged to make repeated applications of the | 


H,O, for many days, and in such cases I usually follow it 
with balsam of Peru, for balsam of Peru, either in fluid form 


or used with sterilized oakum, is a most prompt encourager 
of granulation. . 


If we apply H,O, on a probang to diphtheritic mem- 
branes at intervals of a few moments, they swell up like 
whipped cream and come away easily, leaving a clean sur- 
face. The fluid can be snuffed up into the nose and will 
render a fetid ozeena odorless. 

It is unnecessary for me to speak of further indications for 
its use, because wherever there is pus we should use per- 
oxide of hydrogen. We are all familiar with the old law, 
“ Ubi pus, ibi evacua,” and I would change it to read, ‘‘ Ubi 
pus, tbi evacua, ibi hydrogenum peroxidum infunde.” That is 
the rule. The exceptions which prove the rule are easily 
appreciated when we have them to deal with. 

Peroxide of hydrogen is an unstable compound, and be- 
comes weaker as oxygen is given off, but Marchand’s 16- 
volume solution will retain active germicidal powders for 
many months, if kept tightly corked in a cold place. The 
price of this manufacturer’s preparation is about 75 cents 
per lb., and it can be obtained from any large drug house in 
this country. When using the H,O, it should not be al- 
lowed to come into contact with metals if we wish to pre- 
serve its strength, as oxygen is then given off too rapidly. 

H,O, must be used with caution about the hair if the 
color of the hair is a matter of importance to the patient, 
for this drug, under an alias, is the golden hair bleach of 


the nymph’s dispare, and a dark-haired man with a canary- 
colored moustache is a stirring object. 


A SAFE and simple fever mixture may be made by adding 
two teaspoonfuls of the spirits of sweet nitre, twenty grains 
of chlorate of potash and a little sugar or syrup, to two 


ounces of water. Dose for a young child, a teaspoonful 
every two hours. 


= 


- 
= 


— 
. « 


+ 


= 


— 


= = 


- 


a 
i 


4 
+) 
ie 
th 


— 


a 


| 
| 
| 
\ 
| 
- 
d 
\ é 
OF 
‘ 
iy 
i 
ty 
ing 
= 
ii 
if 
4 
hit 
4 
1% 
4 
| 
| 
| d 
| 
Hi 
| 
tp 
¢ |) 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
— 
4 


810 THE CALIFORNIA HOMCGOPATH. 


CRANIECTOMY FOR MICROCEPHALY. 


Lannelongue reports a case of microcephaly in a giri of 
four years. She only took fluid food till she was three years 
old; never walked and cannot stand alone. Only lately she 
utters some syllables. Saliva flows from her mouth, she is 
apathetic and gives out off and on an unarticulated scream. 
Neither palsies nor contractures, sensibility normal, reflexes 
not increased. The skull is very small, flattened in its hori- 
zontal diameter, a regular scaphocephalus. Lannelongue 
thought that the inhibition of the development of the brain 
might be removed by an operation at the region where the 
centers are supposed to be which have the greatest influence 
on animal life. Parallel to the sagittal suture and about 
two digits distant from it, he made a hole on the left side of 
the skull, nine cm. lovg and six mm. broad. There was very 
little bleeding. Sutures were put in and the wound healed 
in afew days. The operation was performed on the 9th of 
May. June leith, she showed great improvement, is more 
quiet, does not scream any more and feels interest in her 
surroundings, plays for herself, laughs and feels happy that 
she is noticed. She understands a great deal, tries to talk 
and speaks already a few words; she stands alone and walks 
nicely. A month afterwards she could be seen at the table 
and her former idiotic expression has passed off. 

June 10th, he operated on u second case of idiocy in the 
same manner. The defect here was 14 cm. long. The wound 
healed rapidly and without any reaction. ‘The surgeon has 


done his duty, education must follow.— Wien. Med. Presse, 31, 
1890. 


“TISSUE REMEDIES.” 
By H. M. BASCOM, M. D., Orrawa, Int. 


[Read before the Illinois Homeopathic Medical Association, May 13-15, 1890.] 


It has been the intention of the chairman of the Bureau ol 
Materia Medica to bring before the Association this year the 
subject of ‘‘Tissue Remedies.” 

Ist. ‘To ascertain, if possible, how many physicians ol 
this society are using them; 
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we 
2 


2nd. Whether they are using them in a scientific or in a 
routine manner; 


drd. Whether the profession is satisfied with the results 
obtained. | 

We are indebted to the founder of homeopathy for the 
provings of lime, salt and potash. This prepared the way 
for the rest of the ‘‘ tissue remedies,” which have indicated 
what vast storehouses of medicinal force reside in these in- 
organic, and, often, in their crude state, inert substances. 

Attention was called to these remedies as early as 1832, 
and again in 1846, by German writers. Grauvogel mentions 
them, but it remained for Dr. Schissler, of Oldenbury, Ger- 
many, to write more fully upon them, in 1873, and develop 
the ideas already advanced. 

The same year a translation was made and published by 
Dr. Constantine Hering, and ‘‘ recommended for investiga- 
tion.” 

The theory of their action is that any disturbance in the a 
moiecular motion of these cell salts in living tissues consti- ~ 

tutes disease, which can be rectified and the requisite equi- 
librtum re-established by administering the same mineral 
salts in small quantities. 

It is supposed to be the chemical affinity in the domain of 
histology, therefore the curative procedure was termed by 
Schussler the ‘‘biochemic method.” 

Of these twelve tissue remedies, magnesia phosphorica 
stands out in bold relief. I feel very grateful toward it, for 
it came to my relief when I was suffering from malarial colic, 
that returned with great regularity every seven, fourteen, or 
twenty-one days, in spite of the use of several well-tried 
anti-periodics. In the study of this remedy it would not be 
in place to report an exhaustive proving of the drug, when 
so thorough a proving has been so lately published (J/edical 
Advance, Dec., 1889). But it is in order to give a verifica- 
tion of its action and some of its distinctive characteristics. - 

Magnesia phos. is the earthy constituent of muscle, nerve, 
bone, brain and teeth. | 

A disturbance of its molecular motion causes cramps and 
pains. Schussler says that the action of magnesia phos. is 

the reverse of that of iron. By functional disturbance of the 
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molecules of iron, the muscular fibres relax; through the 
functional disturbance of the magnesium molecules, they 
contract; hence it is the remedy for cramps, convulsions, 
and other nervous phenomena. 

The white fibres act as conductors of external and internal 
stimuli, whether sensory, motor, or reflex. 

The conductibility and excitability of the fibres may be- 
come abnormal: stimuli applied may excite not only sensa- 
tion, but also contractions, or motion, by direct conduction 
along a nerve, or by the conduction of a stimulus to a nerve 
centre (gray matter), whence it is reflected along another 
nerve to the muscles. 

Sensory impressions have different channels, special paths, 
by which they travel; touch, pain, the sense of heat or of 
cold, and the muscular sense, each having its own channel; 
tactile sensibility its own path in the columns of the cord 
(Scheff). Therefore, this drug as a nerve remedy and anti- 
spasmodic, in such use, has done great service. It combines 
the happy effects of a hypodermic injection of morphia, the 
speedy action of Colocynth, and the soothing effect of Igna- 
tia. The pains which it cures are shooting, lancinating, 
with a feeling of tightness or binding, relieved by pressure, 
heat and bending double. Abdominal pains which it cures 
resemble Colocynth, and are generaily accompanied by 
copious evacuations, which do not relieve, rather worse 
afterwards. 

‘ Tt has been used successfully in menstrual colic and ova- 
rian pains. Magnesia phos. combines the-provings of the 
following remedies as they are classified: 


Opium, belladonna, hyoscyamus, stra- 
monium. 

Ignatia, pulsatilla, gelsemium. 
Magnesia phos. + Colocynth, podophyllum, veratrum alb., 
and cuprum. 

Macrotin, caulophyllum, and viburnum 
| prun. — Era. 


LIME-WATER may be made cheaply by taking a piece of 
fresh lime as large as an egg, pouring two quarts of soft 
water on it and letting it stand two or three hours, shaking 
it occasionally. Bottle and keep for use. 
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DANGERS OF HYPNOTISM. 


At the late meeting of the British Medical Association, 
Dr Normon Kerr, of London, introduced the subject of hyp- 
notism. He said that he accepted practically all the alleged 


hypnotic phenomena as facts; but in hypnosis, after close 


watching, he saw only a distorted cerebral state, an abnor- 
nal physical condition, with exaltation of receptivity and 


energy. Was hypnotism adesirable and justitiable remedy ? 


Several considerations must be taken into account in answer- 
ing this question: 

1. Only a limited number of persons were susceptible. 

2. The after-effect was a disturbance of mental balance, 
a dissipation of nerve energy and nerve exhaustion. fT re- 
quent repetition was apt to cause deterioration of brain and 
nerve function, intellectual decadence and moral perversion. 

3. Hypnosis wasa departure from health, a diseased state. 

4. Hypnosis was a true neurosis, embracing the lethargic, 
cataleptic and somnambulistic states. Thus, if a disease 


were cured by hypnotism, this would be only by substitut- 
ing another disease. The suffering was sometimes tempora- 


rily assuaged by hypnotic suggestion, but the underlying - 


disease was not necessarily cured by hypnotic anesthesia, 
though evanescent oblivion might be secured. 


D. The lethal power of the morbid disorder, of which the 
pain was a merciful if unwelcome messenger, was in most 
cases increased. The few cases he had seen apparently ben- 
efited would probably have yielded to ordinary treatment; 
but the patients resisted or were passive to that while they 
looked forward to, believed 1 in and gave themselves up to the 
mesmerizer. 

6. The dangers of hypnotism were very great. Hach 
seance might bring the hypnotee more under the control of 
the hypnotist, ending often in the complete submission of 
the former to the will of the latter. A jelly-fish slavery, 
without mental or moral backbone, was infinitely worse than 
days of pain and nights of agony. 'There were many wrecked 
lives through mesmerism. 

7. An elective and subtle activity, ending in disaster, 
might develop between operator and operated upon. 
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8. In the lethargic and cataleptic states, criminal assaults 
had been committed by medical men, who had been con- 
victed and punished. In the somnambulistic state, subjects 
had been compelled by the operator’s behest to commit 
crime. So serious were these evils that French surgeons 
had been prohibited from practicing hypnotism in the army 
and navy. 

9. It is not desirable that the control of any one’s thought 
and actions should be in the keeping of a fallible fellow- 
mortal. 

In view of all these possible dangers, Dr. Kerr could not un- 
derstand why medical men in family practice should have 
been incited to hypnotize patients of both sexes and all 
ages in the daily round of domiciliary visiting. He strongly 
deprecated public mesmerism—medical, philanthropic or 
commercial—as degrading and disgusting, and particularly 
censured the medical patronage and endorsement thereof. 


SELF-INFECTION. 


Dr. Von Szabo defends the view that the organism itself 
destroysthe microbes ordinarily present in the genital canal, 
and that hence the healthy lying-in woman is to be regarded 
as asceptic. The practical inference is that sterilization of 
the parturient canal is at least supererogatory, if not posi- 
tively injurious. ‘The steady diminution of puerperal mor- 
bidity since the introduction of antisepsis; the grouping of 
puerperal diseases, and the direct variation of their fre- 
quency with the number of examiners, all discredit the as- 
sumption of self-infection. Clinical observation of lying-in 
patients bears in the same direction. Fever in child-bed 
more frequently follows injuries of the perineum and vaginal 
orifice than those of the cervix. Ii fever depended on the 
micro-organisms normally present in the vagina, this differ- 
ence should not exist.. Contamination of wounds of the 
external genitals occurs more frequently in child-bed from 
pyogenic bacteria, that so easily accumulate in clinics, than 
in labor from microbes introduced by efforts to protect the 
perineum. That infection is so often observed with retained 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

| 

| 


SELECTIONS. 315 


membranes, Von Szabo explains, not by migration of patho- 
genic microbes by iaeans of the pendent membranes, but by 
imbibition by the uterus of pyogenic material from the 
vagina during the negative pressure of relaxation following 
contraction. Manual removal of retained membranes is to 
be counseled, for it puts the lying-in woman in a more favor- 
able condition than if their removal be left to nature. 
Street labors and precipitate labors generally are not more 
exempt from febrile sequele than labors in which repeated 
examinations have been made, presumably because unfavor- 
able surroundings promote infection from without. Not- 
withstanding the temporary suspension of vaginal examina- 
tion during unfavorable hygienic conditions, the morbidity 
still remains higher than normal—accumulation of sceptic 
material in the clinic, facilitates infection in child-bed, as 
well as in support of the perineum. Von Szabo asserts also 
that puerperal morbidity is not diminished by vaginal irriga- 
tion before labor. ‘The essential thing in obviating infection 
is ‘‘subjective disinfection,” and this is best accomplished 
with sublimate solutions.—Occidental Medical Times. 


CLINICAL NOTES. 
By E. G. GRAHN, M. D. 


Magnesium phos.—My first experience with this remedy 
dates back six years or more. ‘This case was a lady who had 
passed the middle age. She was a sufferer from chronic 
rheumatism, and at the time I was called was _ prostrated 
with an acute attack of the same disease—a thing that oc- 
curred quite frequently. ‘The pains were in both knees and 
of that sharp character for which magn. phos. had been so 
often used. Heat, dry or moist, relieved these pains some- 
what. So I made up my mind to try the to me new remedy. 
Following the recommendations of the advocates of Schuess- 
ler’s method, I gave the magu. phos. in alternation with 
ferrum phos. Left two doses of each remedy, a dose to be 
given half hourly, and to begin with the magnesium. The 
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dose of magnesium was taken the pains were so nearly gone 
that the patient felt quite comfortable. A few more doses 
next day was all that was needed. I relieved her in this way, 
twice within a year’s time. 

The husband, while in the army, had been shot through 
the chest. Although this wound healed, he suffered from 
repeated attacks of suppuration in the right chest, since that 
time. These attacks usually followed severe exposure. 
During one of them, while there was excruciating pain, [ 
gave him the same treatment, with the result that the pains 
became milder at once. One of the old doctors had at 
various times given him large doses of morphia, with hardly 
as good results, for the sametrouble. In these cases L alter- 
nated the two remedies, and 1 was at a loss to know which 
did the most toward relieving the pains, yet in both the 
magnesium was taken first and was in a short time followed 
by some relief. 

_ After that I gave the magn. phos. alone to a lady of middle 

age, for sharp neuralgic pains in the splenic region. A 
powder of the 3d was put into half a glass of water, tea- 
spoonful fifteen to thirty minutes. Relief followed after a 
few doses. This patient relieved herself a number of times 
of pains in various organs—head, chest, bowels, and once I 
think in the vvaries—with this remedy. 

A lady, who for a severe head pain had taken old-school 
remedies, was relieved quickly with magn. phos., the sharp- 
ness of the pains governing the selection. 

I was called at midnight to a married kady, of probably 

thirty years. This was the fifth time that she had suffered 
excruciating pains through the abdomen and pelvis, at about 
the time when the menses should appear. She had with 
mustard applications and other domestic remedies mitigated 
the pains in the other attacks, but could not reach this one, 
which was so severe that the family expected her to die in 
agony. Seeing what had been used, I at once gave a dose 
of nux., and called for some clean hot water, and in a short 
time gave her a dose of magn. phos. in a swallow of this 
water, and repeated the doses every fifteen minutes. After 
afew doses she said she felt easier, and in an hour was 
comfortable, with the exception of a pain under the liver 
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well around the right side of the body. Learning that she 
had been suffering from liver disturbance also, I gave her a 
single dose of bryonia, and in fifteen minutes she was 
entirely free from pain. She took, through the night, a few 
more doses of bryonia, and has not since then had any more 
similar trouble. 

I could give quite a number of cases where the remedy 
was used alone with good results. When the pains are re- 
lieved by hot applications, I always think of magn. phos. 
I use it in the 3d and 6th triturations.—Home@opathist. 


Furunculosis and Polyuria. 


The coincidence of diabetic mellitus an furnunculosis is 
so often observed, that there are few now who doubt that 


there is some causal relation between the one and.-the other. | 


In regard, however, to diabetes insipidus the belief has been 
less general; indeed, it has been denied by many that there 
was any liability to the occurrence of furuncles or carbuncles 
in the subjects of simple polyuria. Some recent writers, 
however, have stated as their belief that furunculosis is a 
frequent accompaniment of simple diabetes, and this view 
receives some confirmation from a case reported in the Cen- 
tralblatt fur Klinische Medicin, No. 21, 1890, by Dr. Lowinsky. 
The case was one of diabetes insipidus occurring in a work- 
man, aged fifty-six. After he had suffered for some time 
from the ordinary symptoms of this affection, he began also 
to be troubled with numerous crops of boils which returned 
again and again in spite of the most varied treatment. There 
was no cause for this to be discovered, and traumatism was 
readily excluded. The author, in searching through the 
literature of the subject, found many similar cases in which 
furunculosis appeared without any apparent exciting cause 
in the subjects of diabetes insipidus, and he comes to the 
conclusion that there is here also some etiological relation 
which has as yet not been traced, but which nevertheless 
exists.— Record. 


Gnaphalium—Ischias, with numbness worse right side. 
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THE NEw Grippe.—A doctor at Montmartre announces 
the second official visit of la grippe, with colors flying. Sev- 
eral modern improvements have been added, making it quite 
superior to the well-remembered plague of last year. The 
chief feature of the new visitation is to be a tremendous 
swelling of the tongue. It will fall hardest on gluttons and 
gossips, and will establish a suspension of their habitual 
operations for three days and nights. As a choice between 
that and the cholera, fastidious connoisseurs may choose the 
latter, on the principle that to act with dignity is preferable 
to living in ignominy for seventy-two hours, like gagged 
shrews of the fourteenth century. 


THE San Francisco Hospirau.— Dr. J. H. Healy, Super- 
intending Physician of the San Francisco City and County 
Hospital, has filed his annual report for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1890. It shows that 3,984 persons wero treated 
at the institution during the year, of whom 3,679 were ad- 
mitted since July 1, 1889. Of these, 404 died, and 182 were 
transferred to other institutions, the rest being cured or dis- 
charged improved. The total number of births was 136. The 
cost of the hospital for the year was $77, 305. 68. 


Atconon AND TEa.—Dr. Kraepolin, as the result of ex- 
periments upon the psychical effects of alcohol and tea, finds 
that the former substance in moderate. coses hastens voli- 
tional acts, but does not hasten deliberative and associative 
processes. The purely reasoning processes, in fact, aré 
lessened by alcohol. Tea, on the other hand, does not 
hasten volitional acts but does accelerate purely intellectual 
processes of association and reasoning. 


Ir any person who is liable to poison from poison-ivy will 
take pure olive oil after being exposed to it, he will feel no 
bad effects, and the oil will neutralize the evils of the pol- 
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Goop Nrews.—The profession will rejoice to hear that 
Prof. T. F. Allen has been induced to prepare a first book 
on materia medica, aptly called’ A Primer of Materia Medica. 
There is probably no other man in our school so well fitted 
for such a work, as only a master can truly write a primer. 
We understand that it will be ready next spring. 


THe Literary Circular of the Hahnemann Publishing 


House makes several interesting announcements chief among 
which is the early appearance of ‘‘Gentry’s ‘lextbook of 


Homeopathic Materia Medica.” Part I, A Characteristic 
Materia Medica of the Urine and Urinary Organs, will be 
ready for delivery this month. This is an important addition 
to our special treatises and one greatly needed by the prac- 
titioner. We hope the other parts of this great work will 
follow in rapid succession. 


WE take special pleasure in calling attention of our readers 
to the fact that a second revised and somewhat enlarged 
edition of ‘‘ Farrington’s Clinical Materia Medica” is also 
ready. After the first edition was published, quite a number 
of new notes of Prof. Farrington’s lectures were found, and 
these have all been incorporated into this new edition. 
There is no book on materia medica so well adapted to the 
needs of the student and general practitioner as this work 
of the late Dr. Farrington. It will remain for many a year 
the great text-book of Homceopathic Materia Medica. The 
indications and special characterization of the different drugs 
are drawn with a master hand; they are clear cut and give 
the student a mental picture of the drug true for all time. 


Tue HEALTH OF THE SKIN is an attractive little volume 
written for laymen, answering questions often asked pertain- 
ing to diet, hygiene, locai applications, etc., of patients suf- 
fering with one or the other of the numerous forms of skin 
disease. It is an excellent little book to put into the hands 
of our patients. 
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A WRITER in the Lancet says: ‘‘ I have not failed once for 
many years, by a single vesication of the fourth and fifth 
dorsal vertebra, to put an end at once to the sickness of 
pregnancy for the whole remaining period of gestation, no 
matter at what stage I was consulted. The neuralgic tooth- 
ache and pruritus pupes of the puerperal condition yielded 
as readily, and to one application.” 


Puysicians’ Books oF ACCOUNT ARE ‘‘ PRIVILEGED.”—A N. 
Y. court has decided that—in the complicated affairs and 
relations of life the counsel and assistance of clergymen, 
physicians, and lawyers often become necessary, and to ob- 
tain them men and women are frequently forced to make 
disclosures which their welfare and sometimes their lives 
make it necessary to be kept secret. Hence, for the benefit 
and protection of the confessor, patient, or client, the law 
places the seal of secrecy upon all communications made to 
those holding confidential relations, and the courts are pro- 
hibited from compelling a disclosure of such secrets. The | 


safety of society demands the enforcement of this rule.-— 
New York Med. Jour. 


For TooTHacHE AND EaracHE.—Many forms of toothache 
may be promptly and pleasantly relieved by chewing cinna- 
mon bark. And cotton soaked in two parts of chloral, ten 


parts of oil of almonds and sixteen parts-of glycerine, often 
allays earache. 


Bellis. —Effects of sudden chill from wet cold, especially 
when drinking cold liquids after being over-heated. 


Lac. can.—Migratory rheumatism with alternation of sides, 
shifting pains, (Kali sulph., puis.) 


Nux mosch.—Muscular rheumatism from protracted ex- 
posure to cold and damp; fugitive drawing pains worse in 


repose, better from warmth; lest shoulder and right hip es- 
pecially affected. 
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